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Courthouse Green Primary School

‘Doing our best to be our best’


	Statement on the role and importance of Parents  in the life of the school


Policy Statement:

Parents are our key partners in the education and welfare of the children who attend Courthouse Green Primary School. They have a key role to play in everything we do and their opinions, participation and perceptions need to be encouraged and listened to.

Parental involvement in school life.

Parents should be encouraged to participate in a range of activities which may include such areas as:-  

· Hearing children read,

· Supporting us on trips,

· General support in the classroom,

· Help with small group work i.e. cooking, Art day, etc.

All such activities and involvement is to be encouraged,

HOWEVER:-

For all such events parents need to be:-

· Prepared appropriately,

· Have been appropriately risk assessed for the activity

Preparation.

When asking parents to be involved in an activity the member of staff concerned should ensure that the parents involved have all been appropriately prepared and in sufficient time.

Local Authority guidance on the participation of parents in school is clear. If parents have regular and/or unsupervised access to children they MUST be CRB checked. At Courthouse Green Primary School, we are aware that many educational visits and school based activities cannot take place without the goodwill of volunteer helpers. Volunteers will normally be people well-known to the school as either parents or governors. 

Volunteers will be told that they have the responsibility to follow the instructions of the lead teacher

they are working with. The school retains the right to make the final decision as to which volunteers

support us in school or on a visit as not all volunteers may be suitable. The lead teacher is

responsible for ensuring that each volunteer knows precisely what their role is and understands that

they have a responsibility to carry out that role. Where children are organised in small groups, a child

will not generally be placed in a group for which his/her parent is responsible. All volunteers

accompanying a residential visit will be required to obtain a Criminal Records Bureau Disclosure.

If an adult is working in school or supporting on a trip that is being supervised by a member of staff then there should be a risk assessment undertaken and written up prior to them beginning the activity. The risk assessment should be handed into the office where it will be stored with the central record.

Parental involvement in school is to be encouraged but NOT at the cost of us lowering our standards on child safety.

April 2010
