
 

 

 

 

Progression through Reading 
January 2022 

 
This document focuses on the progression of skills and knowledge in reading. It should be 
read alongside the other reading progression documents (e.g. fluency).   The ‘to do this I 
must already know ’section of each strand supports teachers in planning for the ‘rewind ’
section of reading lessons, making links with prior knowledge.  

The 6 reading domains form the reading curriculum in Triumph Trust and are designed to 
support the teaching, learning and assessment cycle.  They are the key areas which we feel 
children need to know and understand in order to improve their comprehension of texts: 
 

Vocabulary, Inference, Prediction, Explanation, Retrieval, Summarise 
 
The 6 domains focus on the comprehension aspect of reading and not the mechanics: 
decoding, fluency etc.  This is a method of ensuring that teachers ask, and children are 
familiar with, a range of questions.  They allow the teacher to track the type of questions 
asked and the children’s responses to these which allows for targeted questioning 
afterwards. In addition to this, the following reading behaviours are crucial to develop: 
 

Phrasing 

I can read with fluency. I put my words together so my reading sounds right and makes sense. This 
means that I am paying attention to my phrasing.  

Rate 

I can read with fluency. I read at the correct rate. Not too quickly, and not too slowly.  

My reading sounds right and makes sense.  

Punctuation 

I can read fluently. I use the punctuation to help me know how to read the story, so that it sounds 
right and makes sense.  

Expression  

I can read fluently. I read with expression so that it sounds interesting and makes sense.  

 

How are reading skills best taught and best learned? 
The research shows that such pupils do not automatically deploy 
key reading strategies such as noticing text structures, questioning 
the meaning of the text, or re-reading a text for meaning. In short, 
they are not automatically active readers. Below are the skills that 
children need to develop as active readers. 



 

 

 

 

Pupils require a broad and deep background knowledge to access their academic reading, 
but they also need to piece together that knowledge and be strategic, active readers.  
Therefore, we need too explicitly teach the background knowledge that underpins the text 
and provide challenging texts. 
One factor that increases challenge is sentence length and grammatical complexity.  When 
you wed together a range of complex vocabulary, with grammatical complexity, this provides 
reading barriers for most pupils.  
 
“The Arduous Eight” (Alex Quigley, Closing the Reading Gap): 

1. Background knowledge – the sheer range of necessary knowledge and related ideas 
in a given passage or whole text. 

2. Range and complexity of vocabulary (including word length). 

3. Use of abstract imagery and metaphorical language. 
4. Sentence length and syntax. 
5. Narrative or whole-text structures. 

6. The generic elements of the text, e.g. a biographical account in history. 
7. The scaffolds present, or absent, in a given text, e.g. keyword glossary. 
8. Text length 

 
 
Comprehension Strategies 
Read it again 
Think and remember 
Make connections and search for clues 
Stop and make sure it makes sense - take action 
Summarise the text 
Predict 
Use text structures, features and language 
Ask a question 
Visualise - form a picture in your mind 
Explore vocabulary - clarify words and phrases 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 

 

Developing Comprehension 

Skill 
focus  

Content 
domain  

KS1 KS2 

Vocabul
ary  

2a 
Give/explain 
the meaning of 
words in 
context 

• What does the word .......... 
mean in this sentence?  

• Find and copy a word which 
means ..........  

• What does this word or phrase 
tell you about .........?  

• Which word in this section do 
you think is the most  
important? Why?  

• Which of the words best 
describes the  
character/setting/mood etc?  

• Can you think of any other 
words the author could have  
used to describe this?  

• Why do you think .......... is 
repeated in this section?  

• What do the words ...... 
and ...... suggest about 
the character, setting and 
mood?  

• Which word tells you 
that....?  

• Which keyword tells you 
about the  
character/setting/mood?  

• Find one word in the text 
which means......  

• Find and highlight the 
word that is closest in 
meaning  
to.......  

• Find a word or phrase 
which shows/suggests 
that.......  

Infer 2d Make 
inference from 
the text/ 
explain and 
justify using 
evidence from 
the text.  

• Why was....... feeling........?  
• Why did ............ happen?  
• Why did .......... say ..........?  
• Can you explain why..........?  
• What do you think the author 

intended when they  
said..........?  

• How does .......... make you 
feel?  
 

• Find and copy a group of 
words which show that...  

• How do these words 
make the reader feel? 
How does  
this paragraph suggest 
this?  

• How do the descriptions 
of ...... show that they are 
........  

• How can you tell that......  
• What impression of ...... 

do you get from these  
paragraphs?  

• What voice might these 
characters use?  

• What was .... thinking 
when.....  

• Who is telling the story?  



 

 

 

 

Predict  2e Predict 
what might 
happen from 
the details 
stated and 
implied. 

• Look at the book cover/blurb – 
what do you think this book 
will be about?  
What do you think will happen 
next? What makes you think 
this?  

• How does the choice of 
character or setting affect 
what will happen next?  

• What is happening? What do 
you think happened before? 
What do you think will happen 
after?  

• What do you think the last 
paragraph suggests will 
happen next?  

• From the cover what do 
you think this text is going 
to be about?  

• What is happening now? 
What happened before 
this? What will happen 
after?  

• What does this paragraph 
suggest will happen next? 
What makes you think 
this?  

• Do you think the choice of 
setting will influence how 
the plot develops?  

• Do you think... will 
happen? Yes, no or 
maybe? Explain your 
answer using evidence 
from the text.  

Explain 2f, 2g, 2h
 Identify/
explain how 
information/nar
rative content is 
related and 
contributes to 
the meaning as 
a whole. 
Identify/explain 
how meaning is 
enhanced 
through choice 
of words and 
phrases. Make 
comparisons 
within the text 

• Who is your favourite 
character? Why?  

• Why do you think all the main 
characters are girls in this  
book?  

• Would you like to live in this 
setting? Why/why not?  

• Is there anything you would 
change about this story?  

• Do you like this text? What do 
you like about it?  
 

• What structures has the 
author used?  

• What is the purpose of 
this text feature?  

• Is the use of ..... 
effective?  

• The mood of the 
character changes 
throughout the text. Find 
and copy the phrases 
which show this.  

• What is the author’s point 
of view?  

• What affect does ..... 
have on the audience?  

• How does the author 
engage the reader here?  

• Which words and phrases 
did ..... effectively?  

• Which section was the 
most interesting/exciting 
part?  

• How are these sections 
linked?  



 

 

 

 

Retriev
e 

2b Retrieve 
and record key 
information/key 
details from 
fiction and non-
fiction  

• What kind of text is this?  
• Who did.....?  
• Where did.....?  
• When did.....?  
• What happened when.....?  
• Why did ........ happen?  
• How did .......?  
• How many.....?  
• What happened to......?  

 

• How would you describe 
this story/text? What 
genre is it? How do you 
know?  

• How did...?  
• How often...?  
• Who had...? Who is...? 

Who did....?  
• What happened to...?  
• What does.... do?  
• How ..... is ........?  
• What can you learn from 

...... from this section?  
• Give one example of......  
• The story is told from 

whose perspective?  

Sequen
ce 

2c
 Summar
ise main ideas 
from more than 
one paragraph  

• Can you number these events 
1-5 in the order that they 
happened?  

• What happened after .......?  
• What was the first thing that 

happened in the story?  
• Can you summarise in a 

sentence the  
opening/middle/end of the 
story?  

• In what order do these chapter 
headings come in the story?  

• Can you number these 
events 1-5 in the order 
that they happened?  

• What happened after 
.......?  

• What was the first thing 
that happened in the 
story? 

• Can you summarise in a 
sentence the  
opening/middle/end of 
the story?  

• In what order do these 
chapter headings come in 
the story?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 
Progression in content domains 

 
Vocabulary  

1 *discussing word meanings, linking new meanings to 
those already known 
*Join in with predictable phrases  
*use vocabulary given by the teacher 

To do this I must already know…. 
That words have meanings. That different words can 
mean the same thing. 
That stories and poems can have repeating patterns.  

2 *discussing and clarifying the meanings of words; link 
new meanings to known vocabulary *discussing their 
favourite words 
 

 

That words can mean the same thing e.g. the 
difference between walked and wandered. 
Stories have a beginning, middle and end and that 
I can listen carefully to a story in order to find 
repetition. 
Where a glossary is and that this will define the 
meaning of unfamiliar words.  

3 *use dictionaries to check the meaning of words that 
they have read 
*discuss words that capture the readers interest or 
imagination *identify how language choices help build 
meaning  
*find the meaning of new words using substitution 
within a sentence. 

 

 

Alphabetical order in order to use a dictionary or 
thesaurus. That a dictionary defines words whereas a 
thesaurus provides synonyms.  
I know that different texts have different vocabulary 
choices e.g. the difference between fiction and non-
fiction.  
I know that features such as the glossary can help me 
to find the meaning of unfamiliar, subject specific 
words.  

4 *using dictionaries to check the meaning of words that 
they have read 
*use a thesaurus to find synonyms  
*discuss why words have been chosen and the effect 
these have 
*discuss new and unusual vocabulary and clarify the 
meaning of these  
*find the meaning of new words using the context of 
the sentence. 

Alphabetical order in order to use a dictionary or 
thesaurus. That a dictionary defines words whereas a 
thesaurus provides synonyms.  
I know that different texts have different vocabulary 
choices e.g. the difference between fiction and non-
fiction.  
I know that features such as the glossary can help me 
to find the meaning of unfamiliar, subject specific 
words.  

5 *explore the meaning of words in context, confidently 
using a dictionary 
*discuss how the author’s choice of language impacts 
the reader  
*evaluate the authors use of language 
*investigate alternative word choices that could be 
made *begin to look at the use of figurative language  
*use a thesaurus to find synonyms for a larger variety 
of words 
*re-write passages using alternative word choices 
*read around the word’ and *explore its meaning in 
the broader context of a section or paragraph. 

That an author chooses words carefully and that 
changing these can change the mood of the text. 
I begin to know that figurative language includes 
simile, personification and metaphor. I know that 
features such as the glossary can help me to find the 
meaning of unfamiliar, subject specific words.  



 

 

 

 

6 *evaluate how the authors’ use of language impacts 
upon the reader 
*find examples of figurative language and how this 
impacts the reader and contributes to meaning or 
mood.  
*discuss how presentation and structure contribute to 
meaning. 
*explore the meaning of words in context by ‘reading 
around the word’ and independently *explore its 
meaning in the broader context of a section or 
paragraph.  

How to use a dictionary, thesaurus and glossary, 
confidently using alphabetical order.  
To evaluate means to think about how well something 
worked 
I know that an author chooses words carefully and 
that changing these can change the mood of the text.  
I know that words have similar or different meanings. 
I know that figurative language includes simile, 
personification, hyperbole and metaphor and I can 
find these in texts.  

 

 Inference 

1 *children make basic inferences about characters ’

feelings by using what they say as evidence.  
*infer basic points with direct reference to the pictures 
and words in the text. 
*discuss the significance of the title and events  

To do this I must already know...  
I know that some words can hint at meaning e.g 
‘cried ’means they were upset. 

I know that pictures can show me how a character 
feels or what a setting is like.  

2 *make inferences about characters ’feelings using 

what they say and do. 
*infer basic points and begin, with support to pick up 
on more subtle references. 
*answering and asking questions 
* use pictures or words to make inferences 

That an inference question is answered by looking for 
clues in a word, text or image. 
That a word can hint at how a character is feeling e.g. 
‘he panted heavily ’means a character is tired.  

3 *children can infer characters’ feelings, thoughts and 
motives from their stated actions. *justify inferences 
by referencing a specific point in the text.  
*ask and answer questions appropriately, including 
some simple inference questions based on characters’ 
feelings, thoughts and motives.  
*make inferences about actions or events 

That many words convey meaning and that these 
provide hints or clues about actions or events.  

4 *ask and answer questions appropriately, including 
some simple inference questions based on characters’ 
feelings, thoughts and motives (I know this because 
questions) 
*infer characters’ feelings, thoughts and motives from 
their stated actions. *consolidate the skill of justifying 
them using a specific reference point in the text  

That many words convey meaning and that these 
provide hints or clues about actions or events.  
That authors often show us rather than explicitly tell 
us.  

5 *drawing inferences such as inferring characters’ 
feelings, thoughts and motives from their actions, and 
justifying inferences with evidence. *make inferences 
about actions, feelings, events or states  
*use figurative language to infer meaning 
*give one or two pieces of evidence to support the 
point they are making.  
*begin to draw evidence from more than one place 
across a text. 

That many words convey meaning and that these 
provide hints or clues about actions or events, 
including figurative language.  
That authors often show us rather than explicitly tell 
us.  



 

 

 

 

6 *drawing inferences such as inferring characters’ 
feelings, thoughts and motives from their actions, and 
justifying inferences with evidence. *discuss how 
characters change and develop through texts by 
drawing inferences based on indirect clues.  
*make inferences about events, feelings, states 
backing these up with evidence. 
*infer characters’ feelings, thoughts and motives, 
giving more than one piece of evidence to support 
each point made. They can draw evidence from 
different places across the text  

That words provide hints or clues about actions or 
events, including figurative language. That I back up 
inference questions with evidence, sometimes from 
more than one place in a text. 
That authors often show us rather than explicitly tell 
us. That authors choose powerful, meaning laden 
words to create atmosphere or mood.  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Prediction 

1 *predicting what might happen on the basis of 
what has been read so far. 

*make simple predictions based on the story and 

on their own life experience.  
*begin to explain these ideas verbally or though 

pictures. Adults might scribe their ideas. 

To do this I must already know...  
That a prediction is me giving my opinion about 

what might happen next. 

That some stories have similar plots e.g. happy 
endings in fairy stories.  

That I can use picture clues to make a 
prediction.  

2 *predicting what might happen on the basis of 
what has been read so far 

* make predictions using their own knowledge as 

well as what has happened so far to make logical 
predictions and give explanations of them  

That many stories have similar endings or 
characters. 

That a prediction is a sensible guess.  

3 *justify predictions using evidence from the text. 

*use relevant prior knowledge to make 

predictions and justify them. 
*use details from the text to form further 

predictions. 

That stories contain a climax and resolution. 

That my knowledge of other texts can help me 

to make predictions (make links between texts). 
That predictions must be justified e.g. I think 

this because...  

4 *justify predictions using evidence from the text. 

*use relevant prior knowledge as well as details 
from the text to form predictions and to justify 

them. 
*monitor these predictions and compare them 

with the text as they read on 

 

 

That I can use my own experiences or evidence 

from other stories to make predictions,  



 

 

 

 

5 *predicting what might happen from details 
stated and implied *support predictions with 

relevant evidence from the text. *confirm and 

modify predictions as they read on.  

That implied means a hint or suggestion in the 
text. 

To use a wide range of evidence to justify my 
predictions.  
That to justify my opinion means to support it 
with more than one piece of evidence. That 

many stories / genre share plot development. 

6 *predicting what might happen from details 

stated and implied *support predictions by using 
relevant evidence from the text. *confirm and 

modify predictions in light of new information.  

That implied means a hint or suggestion in the 

text. 
To use a wide range of evidence to justify my 

predictions.  
That to justify my opinion means to support it 
with more than one piece of evidence. That 

many stories / genre share plot development.  

 
 
 
 
 

 

Explaining  

1 *give my opinion including likes and dislikes (not nc 
objective). *link what they read or hear to their own 
experiences  
*explain clearly my understanding of what has been 
read to them 

That my opinion is what I think, backed up with 
evidence from the text.  
That characters often have the same experiences. 
That because helps me to explain my views.  

2 *explain and discuss their understanding of books, 
poems and other material, both those that they listen to 
and those that they read for themselves  
*express my own views about a book or poem 
*discuss some similarities between books 
*listen to the opinion of others 

That I can use my own experiences to answer 
questions. That some books can share similarities.  



 

 

 

 

3 *discussing the features of a wide range of fiction, 
poetry, plays, non-fiction and reference books 
*identifying how language, structure, and presentation 
contribute to meaning *recognise authorial choices and 
the purpose of these  

That texts are arranged in order to aid meaning. 
The title, contents page, index, glossary, subheading, 
captions, diagrams.  
That the mood is the feeling created by the author. 
That stories often have messages.  
That my opinion must be justified with evidence from 
the text.  

4 *discussing words and phrases that capture the reader’s 

interest and imagination 
*identifying how language, structure, and presentation 
contribute to meaning *recognise authorial choices and 
the purpose of these 

 

 That texts are arranged in order to aid meaning. 
The title, contents page, index, glossary, subheading, 
captions, diagrams. 
That the mood is the feeling created by the author. 
That stories often have messages. 
That a point of view is an author or characters belief. 
That my opinion must be justified with evidence from 
the text.  

5 *provide increasingly reasoned justification for my views 
*recommend books for peers in detail  
*give reasons for authorial choices 
*begin to challenge points of view *begin to distinguish 
between fact and opinion 
*identifying how language, structure and presentation 
contribute to meaning 
*discuss and evaluate how authors use language, 
including figurative language, considering the impact on 
the reader 
*explain and discuss their understanding of what they 
have read, including through formal presentations and 
debates.  

That I need to back up my answer with evidence from 
the text.  

6 *provide increasingly reasoned justification for my views 
*recommend books for peers in detail  
*give reasons for authorial choices 
*begin to challenge points of view *begin to distinguish 
between fact and opinion 
*identifying how language, structure and presentation 
contribute to meaning 
*discuss and evaluate how authors use language, 
including figurative language, considering the impact on 
the reader 
*explain and discuss their understanding of what they 
have read, including through formal presentations and 
debates. *distinguish between fact and opinion 
explaining how they know this. 

That I need to back up my answer with evidence from 
the text or my own opinions / experiences. 
That people have different points of view. 
To listen to differing views and weigh up arguments. 
That predictions must be justified with more than one 
piece of evidence e.g. I think this because of... and... 
I know that a fact is a true statement whereas an 
opinion is a belief which may or may not be true (I 
have experience of writing fact and opinion).  

 

 
 



 

 

 

 

Summarising/Sequencing 

1 *retell familiar stories orally e.g fairy stories and 

traditional tales  
*sequence the events of a story they are familiar 

with  

*begin to discuss how events are linked 

To do this I already know… 

The plot of a few key traditional tales and fairy 
tales. Traditional story language such as once 

upon a time, happily ever after. 

Know some simple time words eg. after, next, 
then.  

2 *discuss the sequence of events in books and how 

items of information are related. 

*retell using a wider variety of story language.  
*order events from the text. *begin to discuss how 

events are linked focusing on the main content of 
the story.  

A variety of time words. That story boards or 

actions can help me to sequence events. 

That stories often share plot development and 
need a beginning, middle and end.  

3 *identifying main ideas drawn from a key 

paragraph or page and summarising these 
*begin to distinguish between the important and 

less important information in a text.  
*give a brief verbal summary of a story.  
*teachers begin to model how to record summary 

writing. *identify themes from a wide range of 
books  

That a summary is the main point or events of 

a text. 
How to retell orally using story maps.  
How to use time adverbials to sequence key 
events.  

4 *use skills developed in year 3 in order to write a 

brief summary of main points, identifying and using 

important information.  
*identifying main ideas drawn from more than one 

paragraph. *identify themes from a wide range of 
books  
*summarise whole paragraphs, chapters or texts 

That a summary uses only essential words or 

phrases. How to condense information into key 

words or sentences (in a nutshell).  
How to use time adverbials to sequence key 

events.  

5 *summarising the main ideas drawn from more 

than one paragraph, page, chapter or the entire 
text identifying key details to support the main 

ideas.  
*make connections between information across the 

text and include this is an answer. *discuss the 

themes or conventions from a chapter or text  
*identify themes across a wide range of writing 

That a summary uses only essential words or 

phrases, including those derived from the text 
to give an overview.  
How to condense information into key words or 
sentences (in a nutshell).  
 

6 *summarise information from across a text and link 
information by analysing and evaluating ideas 

between sections of the text. *summarising the 

main ideas drawn from more than one paragraph, 
identifying key details to support the main ideas  
*make comparisons across different books. 
*summarise entire texts, in addition to chapters or 

paragraphs, using a limited amount of words or 
paragraphs.  
 

That a summary uses only essential words or 
phrases, including those derived from the text 

to give an overview. How to condense 

information into key words or sentences (in a 
nutshell).  

 

  



 

 

 

 

 


